
Topical Lunch Summary, May 28, 2013 – Integrated Building Energy Efficiency 

 
The Integrated Building Energy Efficiency topical lunch gathered 30 participants, about 50% 
faculty/researchers, 40% facilities, and 10% cooperative extension. The main question was 
whether there was value in having disparate groups talk to each other more. The resounding 
answer was "Yes". It was useful to find out who else worked on building energy efficiency at 
Cornell. Several potential collaborations were discussed. 
 
One highlight was the potential for using campus data more fully. A participant from facilities 
services said that Cornell has rolled out advanced sensing technology, but that this has created 
more data than can be analyzed by hand. One potential partnership is using campus buildings as 
"living" laboratories. Facilities personnel get the benefit of external data analysis. Researchers 
get the benefit of real world data. Collaborations like this may help differentiate Cornell from 
other schools, enabling us to be more competitive with grants. 
 
We also sent out a survey of the participants, asking them for feedback and for one collaboration 
idea that came out of the discussion. Here are just a few highlights (paraphrased): 

• Francis Vanek -- In the new budget model units will be required to pay for utilities 
(electricity, steam, chilled water), it makes sense to make available a funding stream to 
help them finance investments in efficiency that would reduce ongoing utility costs.  

• Erin Moore -- Develop metrics and research based on building occupants attitudes and 
well being based on campus sustainability and their involvement. Also: a very useful 
campus link: Real Time Energy Data Portal: http://portal.emcs.cornell.edu/ 

• Alan Zehnder -- The main point I got out of the discussion was that habit and human 
behavior are hard to change... [E]fforts on the engineering side need to link to efforts on 
the social science & communications side of the house. 

When asked if we should do this lunch again nearly everyone expressed strong support to do 
another Topical Lunch in Fall 2013. 
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